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Dive World SCUBA Club members recently returned from an absolutely phenomenal dive adventure to a remote diving destination. Three years ago, at DEMA, I met a Wakatobi (WDR) representative, watched a presentation and came away with a “I must do this” mentality. I am a firm believer in “if it sounds too good to be true, it probably isn’t true” but the more I researched this resort the more I came to believe that this many people can’t be wrong. I have been there and believe me they are not wrong.
The most rewarding diving experience in 28 years of diving started on October 18, 2005 when I flew out of Austin, Texas by way of San Francisco, Seoul, Singapore and Bali. After arriving in Bali, I called the local WDR agent who finalized the trip on WDR’s private charter to the island of Tomia. I was met by Lorenz Mader WDR owner, prior to the last leg, a water taxi from the WDR’s airstrip to the resort. Upon arriving at the dock, Wendy, WDR’s manager, met me and took care of everything including a tour of the facilities and a mouth watering brunch. The adventure was about to begin!

Wakatobi got its name from the first two letters of the four islands that comprise the diving: Wangi Wangi, Kaledupa, Tomia and Binongko. Over the next 10 days we visited sites at all four islands and more from the Pelagian live aboard, a relatively new addition to the WDR family. 

Buton’s Asphalt Pier, Dermaga, Mandarin City, Cave Wall, Buton Beach sites were infested with batfish, lionfish, anemone fish, Moorish idols, puffers… along with black ribbon eel, ghost pipefish, a huge variety of nudibranchs and other critters found on our muck dives. 
Next up was the Wangi Wangi sites called Fish Market and Kampenaune. Gobi, dartfish, clown triggerfish, angelfish in colors and design I’ve never seen before and more little critters were in abundance everywhere I looked.
Kaledupa’s Twin Peaks dive site offered more wall diving at its best. We moved over to Hoga, an atoll, where we experienced North Wall, Ridge II, and Outer Pinnacle for encounters with pyramid butterfly fish, turtles and more and more of everything imaginable. The highlight of diving North Wall was the chance encounter with three minke whales (2 adult, I calf) after our second dive. The hour spent snorkeling with these magnificent creatures had us all breathless including the dive masters.
The diving at Ndaa sites like Lighthouse, West Wall Drop-off, Koromaho Barat Laut and Koromaho Ridge brought into view star puffers, morays, octopus, fire dartfish, and turtles of all sizes. 
The next few days were spent hopping back and forth  from Karang Koka’s Turquoise Reef, Seletan, Penninsula, Wreckage, West Side Wall, Southwest Lagoon, Mountain, Blue Point and Moromaho’s Moromaho Express and Teluk Moromaho dive sites. The green morays, white mouth moray eel, spotted garden eels, scorpion fish, reef cuttlefish, turtles, decorator crabs and an overwhelming display of color from nudibranchs and flatworms including a Spanish Dancer.
At Binongko, we chose to dive Blade twice. This huge coral outcropping is a sure must dive for any diver visiting Wakatobi. The marine life, coral landscape of soft and hard corals and visibility would be difficult to beat no matter where you dive anywhere in the world.
Finnally, we headed to Tomia and WDR dive sites. Diving Roma, Collesium, Tolondano, Dunia Baru and WDR’s incredible house reef was the icing-on-the-cake for this trip. At the house reef we saw, from the dock pictured above, humphead wrasse, blue spotted stingray, octopus and a banded sea snake all before getting our feet wet. The scorpionfish, turtles, nudibranchs, dwarf hawkfish and the usual cast of characters wasn’t bad either once we were under water.
The opportunity to return to Wakatobi is a work in progress. June 2 – 9, 2006 is the trip booked for this return to a location of immense diversity in all areas of marine life from soft and hard corals, fish life big and small, muck diving critters for macro shots and a resort giving back more than it takes. Wakatobi recently was honored by PADI for its emphasis on preserving the marine environment.
Peter Manz’s staff on the Pelagian and Wendy’s staff at Wakatobi Dive Resort are some of the most professional, knowledgeable and engaging people I’ve encountered anywhere. The dive masters were always pointing out critters most divers would have missed. The chefs were exceptional with their menus from fresh baked bread every morning to custom breakfasts made to order to meals with multiple entrees of meats, vegetables, salads and desserts to die for. The “behind the scenes” staff kept everything running smoothly. I was amazed that a location so far from anything (it’s not the end of the world but you can see it from there) encountered so few problems. Even when there were challenges, these were taken care of and there was virtually no interruption in service, accommodations or diving.
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